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FR. GARGOTTA’S GALAXY 
        We are living in a time of intense changes and 
pain within our church worldwide, nationwide and in 
our diocese. I think this is a great story to help us 
understand the rebirth that can happen after change, 
if we are patient, we persevere, and we trust in God. 
 
The Eagle has the longest life span among birds. 
Eagles typically live 20-30 years in the wild. As apex 
predators, they are relatively long-lived compared to 
other birds. They can live up to 70 years. But to 
reach this age, the eagle must make a hard decision.  
 
In its 40’s, its long and flexible talons can no longer 
grab prey which serves as food. Talons are hard, 
sharp and curved throughout the eagle’s life. Talons 
and the beak are made out of keratin, the same 
material as our fingernails. Its long and sharp beak 
becomes bent. An eagle’s beak is hooked to rip and 
tear its food. It has this distinctive hooked beak 
throughout its life, like all birds of prey. Beak and 
talons are critical to the eagle’s ability to catch and 
consume food. No eagle can survive without a beak 
or talons for any amount of time.  
 
Its old age and heavy wings, due to their thick 
feathers, become stuck to its chest and make it 
difficult to fly. Feathers are replaced throughout the 
eagle’s life. This process is called molting. An eagle 
does not lose all of its feathers at one time. It is a 
gradual process, continually renewing the feathers.  
 
Then the eagle is left with only two options: die or go 
through a painful process of change which lasts 150 
days. The process requires that the eagle fly to a 
mountain top and sit on its nest. An eagle nest is 
used only for the rearing of the young. Eagles do not 
use their nest except for the few months of the year 
when they are actually raising their young. There the 

eagle knocks its beak against a rock until it plucks it 
out. As stated previously, beak and talons are critical 
to an eagle’s ability to catch and consume food and 
no eagle can survive without them. When its new 
talons grow back, the eagle starts plucking its age-
old feathers. An eagle can-not survive without food 
for anything close to 150 days. After five months, the 
eagle takes its famous flight of rebirth and lives for 
30 more years. 
 
The pains of our life can bring great rebirths. God 
Bless, Fr. Tony.  

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 
 
I hope all are well. Autumn has now come upon us. 
Although it is hard to tell what with the high 70’s and 
low 80’s that we have been enjoying. Soon the leaves 
will be falling, so get those leaf blowers and rakes 
ready.     
 
An Admission (1st) degree is scheduled on October 
22, 2018 at Biedenbach Hall at 7:30 pm. We currently 
have five candidates for admission. Please try to 
attend and show support for our candidates.  
 
The Knighthood (3rd) degree held on Sept. 15, 2018 at 
Biedenbach Hall was a great success as ten brothers 
became full Knights (five from our Council).   
 
Our open-house gathering to watch the Steeler-Bucs 
game on September 24, 2018 was a success with 
about 25 in attendance. We were able to sign up three 
men for the Admission Degree. We enjoyed pizza, 
Italian hogies and wings.   
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Meeting dates are as follows: 
Mon. 10/8 reg. mtg. @ 7:30 pm 
Mon. 10/15 officer meeting @ 7:00 pm 
Mon. 10/22 Admission Degree @ 7:30 pm 
   
Please attend our meetings.  We need your input and 
help! Please recruit and have a form 100 with you at 
all times!!! 

 
Vivat Jesus 
Pete 
 
TREASURER’S GALAXY 
          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will present 
the following report at the October 8, 2018 meeting:  
$16,912.40 prior bank balance, $1,064.00 income, 
$1,799.17 expenses, $16,177.23 balance, $4,225.05 
committed funds, $11,952.18 funds available.   
 
The Bishop’s Project fund stands at $5,700.51. This 
includes the funds collected from our Penny Drive, 
three Tootsie Roll Drives, and four donations from 
members. Out of these funds, $5,000 has been turned 
into the project treasury and $80 was spent for new 
boxes of Tootsie Rolls. Thus, there is $620.51 in the 
Council Treasury at this time.  
 
Over the past month, the Council made the following 
donations to our charities: $500.00 – Ladies of 
Charity (3rd of 4 pledged); 500.00 – Christmas 
Baskets. This makes our total for the 2018-19 fiscal 
year $3,900.00. This total does not reflect any Bishop 
Project funds.  
 
GOLF OUTING RECAP 
          There was one more check received this month 
as income for the outing. A print donated to the 
Council from Bro. Mike O’Donnell was sold for 
$250.  A special Knights thank you is extended to 
Bro. Mike as well as to the person who purchased the 
print.  
 
The final income for this year’s tourney was 
$9,188.06 with expenses of $5,407.02. This left us 
with a profit of $3,781.04. This reflects an increase of 
$202.04 over the 

prior year with about 20 fewer golfers. Once again, a 
huge thank you is offered to  
Bro. Ron Morra and Bro. Mark DeFabio for all of 
their hard work and efforts to supply us with an 
enjoyable and fun day as well as a profitable one.  
 
These far sighted brothers have already set June 1, 
2019 as the date for next year’s outing. Mark your 
calendar! 
 
PICNIC SCHEDULED 
          The Council extends its thanks to Bro. Joe 
Balcik for scheduling next year’s picnic for July 28, 
2019. I know that is over 9 months away, but put it on 
your calendar. It’s a fun day and we eat well.   
 
TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 
          The fourth Tootsie Roll drive of the year is 
being held as I type this letter on October 6, 2018 at 
the Kuhn’s Market in Wilkins/Turtle Creek on 
Beulah/Brown Road from 10 am to 4 pm. A huge 
Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Greg Blake for 
all of his hard work in arranging the event and a 
special thank you to those brothers who signed up to 
collect – Mike Halterlein, Santiago Alvarez, Joe 
Burke, Dave Scott, and Tim Jacob. As we need two 
brothers for each two-hour session, there may be 
another brother who volunteered whose name was not 
given to me.  
 
FOOTBALL SWEEPS TICKETS 
          The Council has received this year’s football 
sweeps tickets from the State Council. Bro. Kurt 
Kmetz is serving as the chairman of this project (as he 
did last year). Over the past two months, a number of 
brothers were given tickets to sell or purchase. The 
ending date to turn in money from the ticket sales is 
October 15, 2018. Thus, it would be a good idea for 
brothers to turn in their money at the October 8, 2018 
meeting. If you have not purchased at least one ticket, 
come to the meeting and get one or contact Bro. 
Kmetz at stealpgh01@yahoo.com or call 412-373-
8546 to secure some tickets. Last year we were able 
to make $1,250 for our charities. A great deal more 
money can be made than this, if our members would 

purchase/sell tickets. The cost is $10 
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per ticket and there are 25 weekly prizes of cash 
awarded each week  
over a 10-week period starting on Oct. 28, 2018 to 
Dec. 30, 2018. We could use your assistance in the 
project! 
 
KNIGHT AT THE RACES  
          Bro. Tim Jacob has already set the date for next 
 year’s event as Jan. 25, 2019. Mark your calendars! It 
is a bit over 3 months away, but, it will be here before 
you know it.  
 
COLOR CORPS 
          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 
becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  
the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted 
to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 
available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who 
have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 
Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses. 
The corps is looking for members to join the corps. 
The date for the change-over to the new color corps 
uniform has been extended to June 30, 2019. If you 
are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412-736-
3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net  
 
Upcoming Color Corps events include: Oct. 6, 2018 
at the All Saints Council #6118 in Swissvale for their 
50th Anniversary Mass & Dinner Dance; and, Oct. 14, 
2018 at 10:30 am at Madonna Del Castello Church in 
Swissvale for the St. Simeone Mass & Italian 
Festival.  
 
PRO-LIFE COAST TO COAST ROSARY 
          A Pro-Life Coast to Coast Rosary will be 
celebrated on Sunday, October 7, 2018. The program 
starts at 4:00 pm with Mass at 6:00 pm. Bro. Frank 
Novasack is heading a group of musicians and singers 
for the Mass which will follow the Rosary session at 
St. Bernadette Parish.   
 
OUR INSURANCE AGENT 
          Geoffrey Geoff is a member of Council 4242. 
He is well versed in fraternal affairs having served as 
a District Deputy and all of the chairs on the Council 
level. He can be 

reached at 412-915-5217 or email to 
Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org Bro. Crowe is readily  
available to help brothers fill their insurance and 
financial needs. The only thing that keeps the Council  
from being a Star Council is the fact that we do not 
have enough members purchasing insurance and/or 
annuity products from Supreme.  
 
WEB SITE 
          WWW.KofC4925.ORG is our new website.  
Take a look at what’s available on-line to see what’s  
available to help with communication and for 
reference use by the general public and Brothers of  
Council #4925.  Add your Prayer Requests at any 
time; have access to the Compass, our newsletter, 
including past editions; have access to our past – the 
legacy that is our foundation; have access to a list of  
the chairmen of our various projects; link to sites of 
interest.  The News & Announcements and the Events 
Calendar will be updated and changed regularly so 
bookmark this site so you may visit it regularly.  You 
can pull up copies of past issues of The Compass 
dating back to 2006. The site will continue to evolve  
into a volunteer scheduling and, perhaps even to 
allow dues payment on-line. More to come! A very 
big Knights thank you is extended to our Financial 
Secretary, Bro. John Prazenica for all of his hard 
work and time spent in maintaining the site.  
 
THE CULTURE PROJECT 
          Bro. Tom Behrmann and Bro. Joe Gurski 
attended meetings of a group known as The Culture 
Project when the Council sponsored Rosebud. Their 
mission is as follows: “The culture Project is an 
initiative of young people set out to nurture culture 
through experience of virtue. We proclaim the dignity 
of the human person and the richness of living sexual 
integrity, inviting our culture to become fully alive.”  
 
If you would like to become part of the project or to 
receive more information, please go to  
https://thecultureproject.org/ or call 1-800-315-8684 
or mail P.O. Box 86, Wynnewood, PA 19096.   
 
TRANSFER BROTHER 
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          The Council is pleased to welcome Bro. 
Zachery Foreman to our ranks. He is a transfer from  
Fairfax, VA and he holds a 2nd degree. Welcome 
brother and we hope you will become an active 
member of our Council.  
 
 
COUNCIL DUES 
          The calendar year is now more than 9 months 
gone. There are still some brothers who have not paid 
their 2018 dues. If you have not sent in your dues for 
the current year, please submit your dues to Bro. John 
Prazenica, 640 5th St., Unit #105, Oakmont, PA 
15139 as soon as possible.  
 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
          The Columbus Day Dinner is being held on 
October 7, 2018 at the Club at Shadow Lake in 
Aliquippa. Cocktails are at 5:00 pm with dinner at 
6:00 pm.  
 
The Council has received thank you notes from the 
Catholic League, Guest House, Woman’s Choice 
Network and Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank for our 
recent donations.  
 
At the recent kickoff dinner for the Bishop’s Project, 
our Council made the largest donation of the evening 
with a $5,000 check from our treasury. There was 
also $1,250 in donations from a few individuals from 
our Council.  
 
At our meeting of September 10, 2018, Fr. Tony 
thanked the Council for all we have done for the 
church during his time at St. Bernadette’s Parish. You 
are quite welcome, Father, and thank you for all you 
have done as our pastor for the past seven years. May 
you enjoy much success in your new assignment on 
the North Side. We will miss you greatly. Fr. Tony 
has asked that we continue to pray for him and for the 
Catholic Church in these trying times. 
 
The Woman’s Choice Network is holding their Fall 
Fundraising Banquet, “Bringing Pittsburgh to Life”, 
on October 11, 2018 at the Marriott North in 
Cranberry at 6:30 

pm. A motion was made and passed at the meeting on 
September 10, 2018 to reserve a  
 
table of ten at a cost of $300 for the Council. The 
featured speaker will be Joneen MacKenzie, Founder 
and President of the Center for Relationship 
Education. If you would like to attend, please let us 
know by caling Bro. Pete Bbich or Bro. Paul Fabrizio 
at the phone numbers in the letterhead.  
 
An anonymous person made a donation of an ultra-
sound machine in the name of our Council. The 
machine is scheduled to be blessed by the Bishop of 
Greensburg on Oct. 26, 2018 at 10:00 am at the Tri-
Life Pregnancy Center in Lower Burrell. It would be 
a great gesture, if some of our brotherhood would be 
in attendance at the ceremony.    
 
Bro. Joe Burke reports that our next Retreat is set for 
Jan. 25-27, 2018 at St. Paul of the Cross Monastery 
on the South Side of Pittsburgh.  
 
If you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  
a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, The Annual 
Advent Party has been set for please contact our 
chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-9075 
or email to schnels0827@gmail.com   
 
The Annual Memorial Mass for deceased brothers has 
been scheduled for Nov. 18, 2018 at St. Bernadette at 
10:30 am..  
 
Supreme has a Facebook site and they are currently 
running a nine-part series called “Everyday Heroes.” 
If you do Facebook, log on and pull the videos.  
 
The Annual Advent Party has been set for Saturday, 
Dec. 15, 2018 at Pugliano’s. We will be having the 
Salmon & Prime Rib Dinner that was such a success 
at the 2017 party. A big Knights thank you is 
extended to our Grand Knight for making the 
arrangements.  
 
Our Grand Knight, Bro. Peter Bobich, has asked us to 
remember that We Do God’s Work and that we need 
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to co-operate with the new priests who will be coming 
to us.  
 
Bro. Ron Morra won the 50/50 at the September 10, 
2018 meeting. He won $69.  
 
KNIGHTHOOD ANNIVERSARIES FOR 
OCTOBER 
          Pius XII – Council #4925 recognizes and 
celebrates with the following who participated in the 
Admission (1st) Degree Exemplification in the month 
of October.  In parentheses are their years of 
Knighthood.  John Boboige (11), James Bour (39), 
Dustin Czyzewski (11), Michael Czyzewski (11), 
Leonard Damratowski (20), Fr. Michael Decewicz 
(23), David Fennessy (20), Robert Harrill (60), Daniel 
McKinney (5), Ray Monath (28), Robert Schnelbach 
(20), Matt Valentine (8), Brian Zeik (8). 
Congratulations are extended to these brothers on 
their anniversary of their admission to the Knights.  
Thank you!  Vivat Jesus! 
 
NECROLOGY FOR OCTOBER 
          Remembering Our Deceased Brothers. The 
following brothers passed away during the month of 
October: 
October 4, 2002 Raymond J. Kennedy 
October 6, 2011 Regis F. Wehner 
October 8, 1991 Richard C. Long 
October 21, 2017 Joseph F. Weber 
October 25, 2005 Virgil R. Galia 
October 26, 2001 Joseph R. Kauric 
October 28, 1982 Leo D. Beemiller 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may 
perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and 
the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in 
peace. 
 
SICK LIST: Agnes Kormanik, Julie Romano, Tom 
Egan, Patricia Bertoni, Blake McLean, Patricia 
Bertoni, Kay Sheets, Mary Ann Vecchio, Marty 
Kelly, William Syrek, Dom DiNinno, Steve 
Prazenica, Fran Myers, Joe Nese, Mary Beth Cocchi, 
Chochita Velez, Dwight Hutton, Tracy Smyers, 
Marilyn Hart, Ned 

Cash, Camille Cash, Dr. Angelo DiPiazza, Cindy 
Hawthorne, Ron Humberson, Leslie Sparks, Ginney 
Daly, Tom Delaney, Bill Vieney,  
Anthony Williams, Lois Lewis, Joan Ignudo, Ashley 
Preece, and Michelle Kuhn.        
 
DECEASED: Josephine Balcik, Francis Bolek, Jane 
Bobich, Harold Becker, Dora Becker, Paul Zemba, 
Florence Zemba, Alan Olivenstein, Angelo Butera, 
Elizabeth Semes, Pat Corcoran, Jerry Conniker, Parris 
Westbrook, Ruth Curl, Mary Papso, John Papso, 
Tony Genru, Joseph Pasquarelli, Nora Guerk, Jill 
Kotowski, Cecilia Rojas, Jeff Otte, Bruno 
Sammartino, William May, John Yanniruberto, Doug 
Gurski, Ruth Hayden, Nick Fortuna, Francis Bonadio, 
Joseph Scioscia, Tess Waligura, Joe Weber, Ed Jagr, 
and Carol Marney.   
          So, that is it for this month brothers! Don’t 
forget to attend the meeting on October 8, 2018 and 
our Admission Degree (1st) on Oct. 22, 2018. Also, 
turn in the money for the football sweeps tickets!      
 
  Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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